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September Meeting - Submitted by Jim Jackson, Program Chair 

Our 11 September (please note: this is the 2nd Tuesday of September) meeting will be at the beautiful Blue-

water Grill on Wrightsville Beach, beginning at 1130 hours.  Our luncheon is priced at $20 including the entrée 

of your choice, soft beverages, coffee, tea and cookies for dessert. Cocktails, beer and wine are available for 

purchase.  Luncheon entrees include your choice of listed items below.  Payment for entrée is made at check-in. 

- Salmon Wrap 

- Greek Salad with Grilled Chicken 

- Fish and Chips  

- Roasted Chicken BLT 

 

Our program for September will feature award winning author Rod Gragg, who will speak on “Lessons in  

Leadership from the Greatest Generation.”  Dr. Gragg, director of the CresCom Bank Center for Military 

and Veteran Studies at Coastal Carolina University, is a military historian and the author of more than 20 

books on historical topics.  Gragg's work on the Battle of Gettysburg, Covered with Glory, won the James I. 

Robertson Award as the best Civil War book of the year, and his history of the Battle of Fort Fisher, Confeder-

ate Goliath, earned the Fletcher Pratt Award for Civil War History from the New York City Civil War Round 

Table.  He is a former scholarship recipient of the U.S. Army Military History Institute, has served as an adjunct 

professor of history and ROTC history instructor at Coastal Carolina University, and is the host and producer of 

“Military Memoirs,” a regional television program featuring oral history interviews with American veterans. 

 

Please RSVP NLT Friday, 7 September, to JoAnn Doleman via email: jdoleman522@gmail.com, or 910-540-

8459. 

 

Upcoming Programs for Remainder of 2018 

• 19 Oct 2018 Special dinner in Ward Room onboard USS North Carolina 

•   (North Carolina Council of Chapters quarterly meeting) 

• 6 Nov 2018 John Gizdic, President and CEO, New Hanover Regional Medical Center 

• 4 Dec 2018 Special Holiday Program – The Harmony Belles 

 

Message from SENCLAND Chapter President, Ken Klassen 

As we start another season of SENCLAND Chapter meetings, luncheons and service to veterans in our area, I 

trust you have enjoyed an active and safe summer of travels, activities and relaxation in our beautiful part of 

North Carolina.  To keep you updated, below are a few items of interest that have happened during the summer 

break. 

• At the June 1st picnic, eight area JROTC students were awarded a total of $8500 toward expenses at 

universities and colleges. The program at Hugh MacRae Park was enjoyed by 120 members and 

guests. The Missing Man Ceremony was presented by Past President Jeri Graham and Ed Baisden. 

Parchies BBQ provided a tasty buffet with plenty to eat for all. 

• SENCLAND Chapter donated $300 to the Purple Heart Association for their August 11th annual 

recognition dinner at the Wilmington Convention Center.  Four complimentary tickets to the event 

were used by the BG Dan Hickman, USA (Ret.), whose stepfather is a Purple Heart recipient from 

WWII. 

• The SENCLAND Board of Directors approved and purchased General Liability Insurance to cover 

Chapter activities including special events.  To further protect us against any future legal action, we 
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filed Articles of Incorporation as a Non-Profit Corporation under NC GS 55A-2-02 as the Military 

Officers Association of America SENCLAND Chapter. We received official approval from NC on 

June 27, 2018. 

• The Chapter By-Laws Committee completed work on updating our document.  A proposed draft was 

sent to members in July for review.  If you care to read the proposed By-Laws with changes, check 

the Website www.sencland.org in the About Us section. Membership will be requested to vote for 

approval at our next luncheon meeting on Sept. 11th. 

• During the summer, our Chapter was notified that we were awarded MOAA’s 5 Star Col. Marvin J. 

Harris Communications Award for printed and electronic newsletters plus the website.  They were 

presented by NC Council of Chapters Past President Capt. Doug Ehrhardt, USN (Ret) at a quarterly 

meeting in Charlotte June 15th. In July, MOAA HQ notified us SENCLAND Chapter will receive the 

5 Star Level of Excellence Award that will be presented to your Chapter President at the National 

MOAA Convention in Phoenix, AZ Nov. 1-2, 2018. 

• Summer Special Events: 

• July 2:  SENCLAND Members assisted in posting colors at the Wilmington National Cemetery 

for July 4th.  Wilmington Star News gave us excellent coverage in their online version and 

WECT gave us a spot on the evening news. 

• July 13: Ed Sullivan arranged a special event on the Battleship North Carolina for 43 members 

and guests to attend a production of the Caine Mutiny Court Martial.  Before the show, a potluck 

at the park was enjoyed by all. 

• August 13th: Our Chapter was invited to attend the commissioning of 2Lt. Jeremy Markus Jones, 

USMC, on the campus of UNCW.  The commissioning marks the first done at UNCW in over 25 

years. Our connections and support of the Office of Veterans Affairs at the university made the 

invitation possible. 

We will announce our plans for an active start to fall programs and events at the Sept. 11th luncheon at Blue-

water.  Looking forward to enjoying your company at monthly meetings. Bring a guest and tell a potential member 

about SENCLAND. 

     

 

Legislative Affairs - Submitted by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair 

In Washington news, Congress was busy and productive during the Summer with legislation and activities of 

interest to MOAA members.  As I previously reported, President Trump signed the VA Mission Bill into law on 

6 June. This legislation includes: modernization of the VA health care system, including expanded access to 

community providers; expanding assistance to caregivers of disabled veterans; additional care and services for 

women veterans; improved support and care related to suicide prevention and traumatic injuries; increased re-

search and compensation regarding deployment-related illnesses and toxic exposures; improved protections for 

http://www.sencland.org/
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Post-9/11 GI Bill recipients; military spouse residency support and transition programs; and infrastructure mod-

ernization. Unfortunately, the initial law only provides full funding of these provisions through May 2019. 

Long-term funding of the Mission Act is currently under discussion in the Veterans and Appropriations Com-

mittees of both Houses, with significant issues needing to be resolved. 

On 23 July, the Senate confirmed Robert Wilkie as Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs, finally 

providing senior leadership in this position. 

The Senate approved the FY 2019 Defense Authorization Bill on 1 August and the President signed it into law 

on 13 August.  The annual Appropriations Bill generally lags a month or so behind the Authorization, but is 

also on track for passage before 1 October, with no significant issues surfacing to date.  If both Bills become 

law before 1 October, it will be the first time in 40 years that both these measures were enacted prior to the start 

of the Fiscal Year. The 2019 Authorization Bill includes a 2.6% pay increase for active duty personnel, in-

creased end strength for all the military branches, expanded maintenance and repair programs to improve readi-

ness, and additional quantities of new weapons systems. The bill also authorizes disabled veterans, care-givers 

of severely disabled veterans and recipients of the Purple Heart to use military Commissaries and Exchanges 

beginning in January 2020. Thanks in part to a strong MOAA lobbying campaign (that included 17,000 letters 

from individual MOAA members), the final version of the Authorization Bill deleted the increased fees for 

TRICARE Select and Prime users that were included in the Senate version of the bill.  If you participated in this 

lobbying effort, Thank You and Congratulations!   

Speaking of TRICARE, don’t forget that the Retiree Dental Program ends 31 December 2018. If you are using 

this program, you will need to find replacement dental insurance. You may be eligible for FEDVIP.  Check out 

this program at tricare.benefeds.com.  If you are using TRICARE Select or Prime, and want to make any 

changes to your coverage, that must be done during the Open Season that runs from 12 November to 10 Decem-

ber.  Research your options at tricare.mil/openseason. 

The North Carolina news is less encouraging for us. The General Assembly adjourned the 2017-18 Session 

without passing any of the veteran and retiree tax relief measures we tracked during the last session.  It remains 

to be seen if any of these measures will be introduced again next year. Initial discussions have begun in some 

NC veterans and retiree groups (including MOAA) about how to engage with our candidates and legislators on 

these issues during the upcoming elections. 

 

Donation Information – Submitted by Dave Gould, Treasurer and Al Schroetel, Membership Chair  

Please consider donating to the Chapter's Outreach Program that provides support for local veterans and mili-

tary members and their families and/or Junior ROTC and Veterans Scholarships. 

There are two ways to pay your dues and make donations: 

On-Line:  Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” in the menu 

on the left side of the home page.  On that new page, there are two separate choices; one is to pay Chapter dues, 

the other is to donate. Continue by clicking on the appropriate "Buy Now" button and follow the prompts. 

If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Dave Gould, at dgould321@ya-

hoo.com or 910- 319-7021 

Mail in a Hard Copy:  Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:   

SENCLAND CHAPTER MOA 

P.O. Box 10015 

Wilmington, NC  28404 

 

http://www.sencland.org/
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Name: _____________________________________ Address: __________________________________ 

                                                                      __________________________________ 

Email Address: _____________________________ 

Telephone number _________________                                               Dues $__________ 

                                              Donation  $__________ 

                                              Total $__________ 

Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address.  You may also bring the com-

pleted form and payment to the monthly luncheon. 

100th Anniversary of Historic ‘Mirlo” Rescue 

For the history buffs in our Chapter, there is a very interesting story available about a 1918 Life Saving Service 

(subsequently incorporated into US Coast Guard) rescue of the crew of an oil tanker off of Cape Hatteras.  

Mirlo, a British tanker, had been struck by a German submarine torpedo and was a fiery inferno as the crew 

went to lifeboats.  You can follow this link to get the details - https://www.coastalreview.org/2018/08/remem-

bering-the-historic-mirlo-rescue/. 

 

Membership Updates 

We are pleased to report that the following are new SENCLAND Chapter members: 

 

- Jerry R. Charest, Commander, USN (Ret.). Jerry and Eileen live in Leland. 

- Roger Perkins, Major, USA (Ret.). Roger and Shirley live in Leland. 

- Rosalian Mills, Surviving spouse of Major Ralph Mills, USAF. Rosalian is a new resident             

of Wilmington 

  

Please continue to invite friends and neighbors that are current, former or retired military, Public health or other 

Uniformed Service members to a luncheon so that they can benefit from participation with the Chapter. Virtu-

ally all guests that have attended in the past have joined, keeping the Chapter strong, purposeful and fresh. 

 

Deceased Members 

Helgesen, Henry N., CAPT, USCG (Ret.) 

 

Outreach Initiatives - Submitted by LtCol Larry Wilson, Outreach Chair  

Thanks to the generosity of our members, SENCLAND Chapter contributed to the fifth annual Cape Fear Pur-

ple Heart Association's dinner honoring area Purple Heart recipients, the oldest military award given to service 

members wounded in action while serving their country. The event, held Saturday, August 11, at the Wilming-

ton Convention Center, honored veterans from World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Operation Iraqi Freedom and 

Operation Enduring Freedom. Each Purple Heart recipient received commemorative gifts honoring their service 

and representing their branch of the military. 

The chapter has contributed to the Wilmington Chapter 885 of the Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) in sup-

port of their third annual charity golf tournament. The event will be held on Saturday, September 15, at the Olde 

https://www.coastalreview.org/2018/08/remembering-the-historic-mirlo-rescue/
https://www.coastalreview.org/2018/08/remembering-the-historic-mirlo-rescue/
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Point Golf & Country Club in Hampstead. All funds raised go to the chapter’s programs supporting local veter-

ans regardless of military branch, time period served or rank. VVA is a non-profit veterans organization orga-

nized under IRC 501(c) (19).  No member of the chapter receives any monetary compensation.   

 

Nursing & Allied Health Services Scholarships- Submitted by COL Chrissy Sanford, 2nd VP 

Once again, we will be awarding scholarships to students at Cape Fear Community College, UNC Wilmington, 

and Brunswick Community College who are enrolled in Nursing and Allied Health programs. This is very ex-

citing for the students who meet the criteria we have set out, and are chosen for these scholarships.  I would like 

to continue to challenge our members to match my $100 donation toward this scholarship fund. 

 

JROTC Scholarships and Outreach Support – Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship 

Chair  

We would like to recognize the following members who have donated to the scholarship/outreach programs this 

month.:     

James Brumit **   James W. Jackson  Thomas C Jones ** 

Juanita Neumeister   Rosemary Peterson   Ritt Schiano  

Ronald Watts   

   

* Donations $100 to $199  
** Donations $200 or more 

 

Please considering donating to these worthwhile projects now.  We are always accepting applications for out-

reach support. Thank you again to all of our generous contributors.  Please see Treasurer Dave Gould’s section 

for specifics on how to donate. 

Thanks again to all of the Chapter members who traveled to 18 high schools to make JROTC awards presenta-

tions.  We cover a large area, and our membership does a great job supporting these presentations. 

 

Harris Teeter Together in Education Program - If you participate in this program, it is time to relink your 

Harris Teeter card to your favorite school or other program.  You just need to tell the clerk when you check out 

and they will make the link for you.  Nothing else to do until next August.  Harris Teeter wants to support 

schools and other programs, they just need to know who you want to donate your funds to.  It costs you nothing 

extra.  Two local JROTC programs also have links you can use.  North Brunswick HS JROTC is 8704 and Sgt 

Eugene Ashley HS NJROTC is 4918.  You can get school numbers from the cashiers. 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information 

 If you have logged onto the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org)  over the past few months, you have 

read coverage about a busy summer of special events plus legislative updates.  There are numerous pieces in the 

News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage tabs for your review.  Also, numerous 

new members have joined and their contact info is available in the roster that is available to members only.  If 

you need help logging onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken Klassen, Webmaster, at 910-

791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net. 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Chapter Chaplain Charles Lewis sends this reminder - In the event of a serious illness, or a death, in the case of 

a Chapter member or spouse, please make sure to let our Chaplain know of the specific mailing address for fam-

ily members who should receive get-well or sympathy cards from SENCLAND Chapter.  This is a vital com-

munication process - we want our membership to know that we sincerely care. 

 

http://www.sencland.org/
tel:(910)%20791-3999
tel:(910)%20791-3999
mailto:kwkswk@att.net
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Editorial Policy and Comments 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate of the 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are inde-

pendent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations.  As a part of MOAA’s efforts to advance legisla-

tion and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and their families, there is an 

ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to 

give their input to state and national legislators.  The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s legisla-

tive activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.  

 

 

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide information on up-

coming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim to compete with established 

print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military 

Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND ef-

forts to stay connected with each other and support our local military and veteran communities. 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply send your 

notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Brud Deas, (bruddeas@gmail.com) as you collect them. Eve-

rything submitted by the 15th of the month will be considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. 

All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can see a full listing 

of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this way provides a way to recognize 

our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in the state. If you would like to discuss sponsorship 

opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that 

appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Brud.  Cash sponsorships in excess of the cost of 

publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local military and veteran outreach activities, 

increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. Consider inviting your neighbors to partici-

pate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking about MOAA SENCLAND.  Whenever possible, please 

patronize our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives. 

 

 

http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
mailto:bruddeas@gmail.com


   

7 

 

 

 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 

“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 

1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 
www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
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THE SENCLAND 

CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 10015 

Wilmington, NC  28404 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE  

REQUESTED 

 

September 2018 
 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________State______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $20.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email  

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

